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In early May, President Violeta Chamorro's administration announced creation of a new
"antiterrorist force," a special military unit designed to confront the wave of kidnappings and
assaults which has swept the rural areas of northern Nicaragua. Officials are particularly concerned
that the current rash of violence will disrupt yet another agricultural cycle, since the planting season
is set to begin in May.
In recent weeks, producer organizations have launched strong calls for the government to increase
security, asserting that vast stretches of the northern countryside have slipped into anarchy, with
many farmers and ranchers afraid to visit their fields. In mid-April, the government presided over
the successful culmination of disarmament of what it characterized as the last remaining armed
rebel group, the Frente Norte 3-80 (FN 3- 80). Disarmament of the FN 3-80 recontras was the product
of a peace accord negotiated by the two sides earlier this year. However, at least three former FN
3-80 commanders "Charro," "Northiel," and "Pinares" refused to participate in those negotiations.
Today, the three commanders are thought to be leading most of the estimated 600 rebels currently
terrorizing communities in the north.
The government has repeatedly insisted it will not negotiate with the remaining armed bands,
which are divided into at least 26 individual groups, asserting it will instead attempt to capture
as many rebels as possible in order to put them on trial for a variety of criminal charges. To this
end, on May 5 deputy interior minister Joaquin Lovo announced creation of a new "special antiterrorist force," comprised of army troops, police, and intelligence operatives. Lovo said several
units from the new force have already been sent to the northern departments of Matagalpa and
Jinotega to initiate pursuit operations against the rebels. He also confirmed that army helicopters are
participating in the operations. According to police reports, during the past six months alone, about
400 agricultural producers in northern Nicaragua have been the victims of kidnappings carried out
by armed bands seeking huge ransom payments.
In addition to the explosion of common crime, however, political violence also continues to plague
the north. According to leaders from the National Farmers and Ranchers Union (Union Nacional
de Agricultores y Ganaderos, UNAG), since the beginning of the year, at least 100 agricultural
cooperative members have been killed by recontras. Most of the coop members were beneficiaries
of the agrarian reform program launched by the previous Sandinista government. In general,
assassinations against Sandinista supporters have increased over the past couple of years as the
army has drastically curtailed its presence in the area. Meanwhile, on May 3, spokespersons from
the Nicaraguan Human Rights Association (Asociacion Nicaraguense pro Derechos Humanos,
ANPDH) accused the recontra groups of grave human rights abuses.
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ANPDH director Mateo Guerrero said that reports of abuses committed by forces under the
command of "Charro" and "Northiel" are on the rise, including "summary executions against
former members of the Nicaraguan Resistance [contras] and supporters of the Sandinista Front."
Also in early May, Interior Ministry sources reported that rearmed former army troops (recompas)
are once again active. There had been no reports of recompa activity since conclusion of a massive
amnesty and disarmament campaign in late 1993. According to an Interior Ministry source in
Matagalpa, on May 3 a group of 15 recompas killed Ramon Urbina, a local rancher, when he
attempted to escape the custody of his kidnappers.
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